
The name might throw you off. Comic-
paloozaloozlealoo? Comicpalooza? Com-
icpaloozaleax? But the name doesn’t really 
matter, said senior and event organizer An-
nette Farrell.

“I love that no one can pronounce the 
name,” Farrell said. “It makes it more awe-
some.”

Allen Duffy, a senior at Eastern Washing-
ton University came up with the name in the 
early planning stages of the installation.

“I made some stupid noise that sounded 
like comicpalooza and we went with it,” Duffy 
said. “We knew it would look cool, and the 
name is more about looks than functionality.”

This is apparent from the second you step 
in the room. There are five artists who have 
art in the show, six counting Farrell, who 
added a small pen and colored pencil draw-
ing at the last min- ute.

Duffy has a wall 
to himself, which 
he painted blue and 
peach, with speech 
bubbles running 
across it. The speech 
bubbles frame com-
ics he drew. Across 
from his wall are the 
credits of the show, 
painted by fellow 
Eastern Washington University senior An-
drew Taylor.

The word comicpaloozalealoozeux (you 
can pronounce it how ever you want, but 
most artists in the show say “comicpalooza”) 
is painted across the wall, with the names of 
the artists below it. Taylor, who is majoring 
in studio arts as well as graphic design, said 
he is obsessed with typography, but  doesn’t 
consider himself a comic artist.

“I don’t draw people or landscapes, I draw 
letters,” Taylor said. “If you want to look for it, 
there’s a story there, like graffiti art.”

The credits are Taylor’s contribution to the 
show — he doesn’t have any art mounted on 
the walls but he is happy with how it turned 
out, he said.

“Something like this is exactly what I 
thought of — a jumbled mess of letters,” Tay-
lor said.

Madeline West, alumna Claire Swinford, 
Hannah Charlton and Courtney Griffith took 
over the wall facing the entrance. West paint-
ed the wall to look like a brick wall and posted 
framed pictures of S.A.M.- Socially Awkward 
Mouse. Griffith had an animated movie she 
made playing, with a frame painted around 

it, and Charlton called her portion “Crush 
the Zombie Patriarch”. She painted figures 
directly on the wall (as well as a zombie cat 
walking up the corner of the wall) and also 
posted frame pictures depicting what a femi-
nist could be.

Farrell came up with the idea for “Comic-
palooza” with Duffy and Taylor about a month 
ago. She asked people she knew personally to 
contribute, because she was already familiar 
with their styles and because she knew they 
had art work they could use, instead of hav-
ing to create new art in a month.

Although they planned the exhibit for a 
month, neither Taylor nor Duffy had seen the 
space until the day before the show opened- 
the day they put everything together.

“It’s pretty impromptu as far as installa-
tions go,” Duffy said. “I don’t know what this 
space will look like when we’re done [putting 

it together].”
During the 

opening, visi-
tors were asked 
to draw things 
on Post-it notes 
and post them on 
the walls. Some 
people drew self 
e n c o m p a s s i n g 
comics, some did 

panels on a series of Post-it notes and other 
used the Post-it notes to comment on what 
was already painted on the walls.

Sophomore Loren Button, who knew 
Charlton before the exhibit, said the exhibit 
showed him how cartoonist can work well 
under pressure. (Charlton and West stayed 
up until 5 a.m. on Friday working on their 
wall.)

“It was creative and masterfully done, es-
pecially for the time constraint,” he said.

Unlike exhibits in the Bryan Oliver gallery, 
this exhibit is downstairs in the Leid Center 
for Visual Arts, which means that it has to 
function as a classroom while the exhibit is 
up. This meant that each artist had to do what 
they could on their wall, so that the tables 
could be moved back in for class.

Although some art was mounted on the 
walls, a large portion of the art was painted 
directly on the wall, which means when the 
exhibit is over the art will be painted over.

The exhibit will be up until Friday, Feb. 18. 
 

Contact Caitlin Richmond at 
caitlin.richmond@whitworthian.com.
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Funny name, funny artists
Comicpalooza offers comic artists a place to showcase their art 

Story by Caitlin Richmond
Illustration by Allen Duffy, Guest Contributor

“I love that no one can 
pronounce the name. 
It makes it more awesome.”

- Annette Farrell, 
Comicpalooza organizer
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Story by Caitlin Richmond

When you go to a show featuring artwork by Scott Kolbo, 
he wants you to enjoy yourself.

“My work is supposed to be funny,” Kolbo said. “It’s okay 
to laugh at it.”

Kolbo, an art professor at Whitworth, thinks sometimes 
people take art and art shows too seriously.

“I think sometimes people feel threatened by it,” Kolbo 
said. “Or they feel like they have to interpret it and they get 
mad when there’s no right answer.”

If there was one thing Kolbo could tell people to remem-
ber before they go to an art show, it would be to relax.

“The whole point is that you go and look at stuff, and then 
you think about it,” Kolbo said.

Kolbo, who has been teaching at Whitworth for 11 years, 
grew up drawing.

“My dad was a minister so it seemed like I went to church 
four times a week,” Kolbo said. “The only way to pass the 
time was to draw on the back of a bulletin.”

Kolbo attended a small liberal arts college where he was 
adamant about not majoring in art. Instead, he studied a 
variety of other subjects, including history and philosophy.

“I kept drawing and painting even though I wasn’t taking 
any art classes,” Kolbo said. Finally he decided to transfer to 
Boise State University so he could try a major in art, just to 
get it out of his system, Kolbo said.

Kolbo received a Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) from Boise 
State, and then went to University of Wisconsin-Madison 
for his Masters of Fine Arts. His emphasis was in printmak-
ing. 

Originally, Kolbo didn’t know 
what he was most interested in, so 
he would go to the library and 
look at art books.

“The pictures I liked the 
most were these satirical pic-
tures, and it said they were 
prints or etchings,” Kolbo 
said. “I didn’t know what 
that meant, so I took my first 
[printmaking] class and got 
hooked.”

Kolbo describes printmaking as a matrix-based art. There 
are a variety of techniques to make a matrix, but the basic 
idea is that you carve or cut out a shape to be used over and 
over, like a stamp.

One of the simplest, and probably most common forms 
of a matrix, is a potato stamp, according to Kolbo. After 
carving the shape that is to be printed into half a potato, the 
number of prints are limitless.

Francisco Goya, Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn, and 
Käthe Kollwitz are all printmakers who influenced Kolbo. 
The printmaking tradition has often had a strong social 
commentary aspect to it, which Kolbo saw in those artists.

The idea of social commentary is something Kolbo has 
tried to put into his own work.

His most recent show, “Sonic Medicine,” finished Feb. 5 
at Spokane Falls Community College. Kolbo’s art features a 
variety of characters he developed, and this show focused 
on Heavy Man.

Heavy Man is a normal man except for one thing; he 
spontaneously becomes heavy, sometimes falling through 
floors or crushing chairs he is sitting in.  Heavy Man always 
wears a blue shirt, and he is going bald.

Kolbo said a strong tendency toward using these charac-
ters comes from liking comic books and literature. He has 
15 to 20 characters he has created, although they come out 
in waves, and there are some who haven’t been featured in 
several years.

These characters are surrounded by unusual, almost 
mystical events, according to the handout. Sometimes 
events might mean something, but usually the meaning is 
fractured and viewers are left to decide what the art means.

Kolbo does one solo show a year. As a professor he spends 
most of his time teaching, so he uses breaks to work on and 
develop his own work.

Although printmaking is Kolbo’s interest, and what he 
was originally hired to teach, he also teaches time-based 
media, which uses videos and films, intro to photoshop, 
contemporary art and American film.

Contact Caitlin Richmond at caitlin.richmond@
whitworthian.com

Core Team
I saw you holding hands in 

Core. You were holding hands 
with your girlfriend. You were 
left handed and she was right 
handed. You were both success-
fully taking notes. It was ador-
able.

You Lookin’ at Me?
I saw you wave back at a girl 

who definitely wasn’t waving at 
you. You looked embarrassed. 
Lucky nobody noticed.

 Big Guns
I saw you walk past the large 

windows near the multi purpose 
room in the HUB. You noticed 
your relflection. Paused. Flexed. 
Smiled smugly. Looked around 
and walked off. Your broncos 
cap threatened to fall off with 
your newly adopted swagger. 
Way to go.

Sneaky Thief
I actually did NOT see you 

steal my bike. That is the prob-
lem. Can you give it back?

Pink Frisbee Man
I saw you as I was walking in 

the Loop, casually standing be-
side the Lindaman building. You 
caught my eye because you were 
a man wielding a pink frisbee, 
but you were comfortable, com-
pletely in your element. I winced 
as you hurled the frisbee at the 
side of Weherhauser Hall, pray-
ing feverishly you wouldn’t shat-
ter any windows. Fortunately, 
you missed the building entirely.

Small Flakes
I saw you falling from the 

sky.  You brought some of your 
friends, and thanks to you my 
whole day was ruined.

Sincerely, I hate snow

Submissions published as received. 

Seen someone? Submit your ‘I 
saw you’ (limited to 50 words) 
to isawyou@whitworthian.com.

Kolbo exposes satire in art

“The pictures I liked most 
were these satirical 
pictures, and it said they 
were prints or etchings.”

- Scott Kolbo
Whitworth Art Professor

 
{

Dark Friend
I saw you. Actually, I didn’t 

see you.  I was in the stall as you 
turned the lights off on me.  I had 
to walk awkwardly to turn them 
back on. You’re not my mother, 
quit turning off my lights.

Sleeper Decoy
You were sitting in front of 

me in Core 350.  The lecture was 
pretty boring and I kept nodding 
off.  Apparently you thought 
so too, because you flat out fell 
asleep.  Everytime Kamesh came 
over to our section, he glared at 
you and didn’t even notice me.  
Thanks for that.

Kolbo Characters
Jeremiah: Jeremiah is a traveling evangelist with one 

arm. He harasses sinners and tells them his version of 
God’s word. He rarely looks happy, and usually he is wear-
ing a white shirt and tie with no shoes.

Inga: Inga is a homeless woman who likes to collect 
trash. She also likes to eat tortilla chips and has a penchant 
for discovering mysteries in the natural world. She gener-
ally wears an overcoat with fur trim and a long skirt. Her 
hair is usually covering up her face, and she lives near the 
river by herself. She likes animals better than people.

Heavy Man: Although he is going bald, his biggest con-
cern is how he reacts to disturbing facts about the world. 
He becomes heavy, and sinks through floors and breaks 
chairs. He usually has symbols circling around his head.

“Heavy Man Falling Into The Abyss”
Archival Ink Jet, Ink, and Charcoal

100” X 36”
2010

Artwork courtesy of Scott Kolbo
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Some majors require a thesis to 
graduate, others require some sort of 
major project. Art majors have to put 
together a gallery exhibit to graduate.

This year’s exhibit, called Overtones/
Undercurrents, features 28 pieces by 
senior art majors. Every senior takes 
a class that ends with the show, but 
many seniors spend a lot of time out-
side of class preparing, in addition to 
doing homework for the classes they 
are in currently.

“The hardest part was making every-
thing work,” senior Damon Buck said. 
“These aren’t just class assignments. I 
want to have good intentions behind 
my work.”

The senior art show is the culmina-
tion of everything art majors have done 
over their time at Whitworth Univer-
sity.  This year there is  a variety of art, 
from newspaper and yearbook page 
layouts to oil paintings.

Art majors also put together a show 
during their junior year, to prepare for 
the senior art show.

“What the junior art show does is get 
their feet wet,” said Stephen Rue, gal-
lery director and a lecturer for the art 
department. “They start thinking about 
the process of the show and they can 
look ahead to their senior year.”

Although the junior art show isn’t 
very different from the senior art show 

in terms of what the students do to get 
ready for it, there is an obvious differ-
ence in the art itself.

“The attention to detail is a thousand 
times better than last year,” Buck said. 
“Some people didn’t really know their 
focus, but everyone has developed 
their own style and the quality has 
gone up in the past year.”

One thing that is different about this 
show is that it will be showing at two lo-
cations. The first is in the Bryan Oliver 
Gallery on campus,  and the second is 
at the Saranac Art Projects downtown. 

There was good timing at the Saranac, 
which is why the senior art show was 
able to have another gallery, Rue said.

Adjunct professor Garric Simon-
sen was the juror for the show, which 
meant he looked at all the work sub-
mitted and decided which pieces 
should be part of the show.

“I looked at the students’ ability to 
be innovative and original,” Simonsen 
said. “It was a process of looking at the 
work and asking those questions.”

For many students, this was the first 
time their work had been looked at by 

someone who they weren’t very famil-
iar with.

“[Garric] was a little more critical, 
because there wasn’t a close relation-
ship like there is with professors here,” 
Buck said. “They take our feelings to 
heart; they’re critical but we have a re-
lationship with them.”

Even though the jury process was 
more severe than people had originally 
thought it would be, most people were 
happy with how it turned out.

“I’m pretty pleased with it,” Rue said. 
“Everyone found their own direction. 
The seniors have a good sense of who 
they are artistically.”

Simonsen was happy about the work 
that ended up in the show.

“A lot of the work was up to current 
contemporary standards,” Simonsen 
said. “The conceptual ideas were simi-
lar to the ideas of overarching institu-
tional groups that are considered the 
art world. The work was pretty progres-
sive and fairly cutting edge.”

The show at the Bryan Oliver Gallery 
will be open until May 14. The show at 
the Saranac Art Projects opens May 6 
and closes May 29.

Contact Caitlin Richmond at 
caitlin.richmon@whitworthian.

com.
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Art show provides real life experience
Story by Caitlin Richmond

WHITEHOUSE: Leaving Whitworth
continued from page 9

leaving.
“I am deeply indebted to my col-

leagues and working in a wonderful 
department. We are genuinely friends 
and support each other,” Whitehouse 
said.

Students as friends

Students of Whitehouse’s see the 
same good things in her as her col-
leagues do. Two communications 
studies majors, senior Stephanie Bak-
er and Gregg, are excited for White-
house’s new opportunity, but sad 
about her departure.

Baker said Whitehouse under-
stands students and relates 
to them effortlessly 
while never being 
afraid to challenge 
them.

“She does a good 
job of being support-
ive and challenging at the same time,” 
Baker said.

Gregg has taken three classes with 
Whitehouse and remembers what she 
learns well because of Whitehouse’s 
extremely animated teaching style.

“Whitehouse got into [her teaching] 
so much that she became what she 
was teaching,” Gregg said.

Whitehouse brings energy to the 
classroom and is a role model for 
students. Students deeply value her 
encouragement and strong nudges 
when a student is delivering less than 
his or her best, Jackson said.

“It’s very difficult to capture Ginny’s 
uniquely flamboyant, forceful style,” 
Jackson said.

The students are Whitehouse’s fa-
vorite part of being at Whitworth; they 
are also her friends and she knows 
leaving them will be a big loss for her.

“I feel like I am so fortunate to be 
part of our students’ lives,” White-

house said.

The void left behind

There are two effects Whitehouse’s 
leaving will have on the department, 
Jackson said. The first is more eas-
ily dealt with than the second. The 
department has to find someone to 
cover the courses she teaches and will 
bring in a temporary lecturer for the 
writing for mass media class and will 
soon start the process of searching for 
a replacement faculty member.                 

The second effect is a more intangi-
ble loss, Jackson said. It is much easier 
to cover courses and assign ad-

visees to new people, 
but one aspect of her 
leaving is going to be 
impossible to assess 
and address.

“Ginny’s leaving is 
a huge loss in a whole host of ways. 

Our biggest loss is her presence and 
she will not be easily replaced,” Pyle 
said.

Ingram understands Whitehouse’s 
pull toward home and family, being 
a transplanted Southerner himself. 
At the same time he is sad and greatly 
aware of the void she will leave.

“I think the whole campus will feel 
her void; they’ll know she’s gone,” 
Fechter said.

Fechter is happy for Whitehouse, 
but will miss her and knows the de-
partment will miss her expertise.

“Now it’s up to the department and 
the administration to do justice to 
Ginny’s legacy by finding someone 
who deserves to fill the space she’s 
leaving in her office, our department 
and campus as a whole,” Jackson said.

Contact Jo Miller at 
jo.miller@whitworthian.com.

Energetic

Artwork by Grace Barnes (above) and other 
Whitworth seniors is displayed at the senior 

exhibition in the Bryan Oliver Gallery.

Photo by Maria Chumov
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HITTING THE BOTTLE, NOT THE 
BOOKS:

A Whitworthian writer examines the 
drinking scene both at a national level 
and at a local level.

Cover illustration by Hannah Charlton
Above photo by Caitlin Richmond
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15 BUCS FIND SUCCESS AT NATIONALS:  Pirates well represented in the 
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 SPORTS SHORTS:  College basketball from across the country.
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04 RESPONSE PLAN:  ASSESS AND ADDRESS:  An in-
 depth look at Whitworth’s emergency response plan.
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 Whitworthian accountability report of the ASWU 
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 CRUNCHING THE NUMBERS
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